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CSH History

The origin of Central State Hospital dates to the close of
the Civil War when the Freedman’s Bureau was created to
establish hospitals, schools, and other facilities for the
freed African American population. The Freedman’s
Bureau repurposed many existing facilities and Central
State grew out of one such facility, Howard’s Grove
Hospital in Henrico County, a former Confederate facility.
The General Assembly then designated a permanent site
in Dinwiddie in 1882 as a state mental health facility
serving African Americans. When it opened on this site in
1885 373 patients transferred into the new hospital.
Subsequently, the inpatient population grew and in the
1960s Central State housed more than 4000 patients. The
hospital was fully integrated in 1967.
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Facility Operations
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Campus Description

524 acres with 18 active buildings
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Clinical Services

Psychiatry

Primary Medical Care
Nursing

Social Work

Psychology

Recreational Therapy
Occupational Therapy
Psychosocial Rehabilitation
Forensic Security

Patient Relations

Facility Operations

Support Services

Physical Plant Services
Warehouse

Laundry

Transportation

Environmental Services
Health Information Management
Public Safety

Food Service/Nutrition Service
Human Resources

Finance

Investigations

Quality

Risk Management
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Human Capital Management

30003 Employee Snapshot
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Civil Program — 166 Beds

Reason for Admission

« Temporary Detention Orders and Involuntary civil commitment
« Treatment of Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity
« Evaluation of competency to stand trial
« Evaluation of sanity at the time of the offense
« Restoration treatment of incompetent defendants
« Emergency treatment of defendants from jails
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Maximum Security Program — 111 Beds

Reason for Admission

« Evaluation & treatment of Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity
« Evaluation of competency to stand trial
« Evaluation of sanity at the time of the offense
» Restoration treatment of incompetent defendants
« Emergency treatment of defendants from jails
» Treatment of individuals released from DOC
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Questions
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